Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



BV4025 

.A7 

1816 

SPEC. 
COLL. 




f , 



;>■ ; 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 




LIBRARY OF THE 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 
OF EDUCATION 



I 



.! 




1 






1 




I 


^ 


^^i 


1 



^ .^ 



tul 



jkDDBESS 



ox THE 



-~ a 

DIRECTORS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 



to* 



EBVCAtUfQ T10V8 TOVTH 



•~»- • "'i^^- V- ■ ».. ■■-- .V- ■• 



\ 



FOB TUB 



GOSPEL .MINISTRY. 



^ 




If. 






' iammm 







■r-h: 



^H 



BOSTON: 

PRINTED BY SAMUEL T. ARMSTRONG, NO. 50, CORNHILL. 



1817* 




044 096 981 



— • 



'>.. 



/^ 



HARVARD UNTrtRSITY 
fibMXMTE SCHOOL OF GDUCATlCKti 

* * 



I 



r.f 

t.. - • 



.^> 



» ^ 




X. 



U &? pnwent, Mpeat t9 (^iublfc. ;i«5^^ <^^ it .^ ,|^nle4 
That our feyow- Christians a^o, fellpw-citizend at l^rg^ are not l|ow 
ta be informe^ p| the eixisteiipe^ or oj^ i^e i^ature an^ objects ot tbe 
'Societ jj^/w^c^ Cai|se w^^ pl<f|td. A^pa^phlet j^p^taimipi^ite ^nstiU 
tution arid- Ad^ess has been^ for more than a yeari» iii extensive 
calculation, l^o that pamphlet, to the sermons printed bj the So- 
^ieiy, and thq annual Report of the Jtiirectdrsi»we must refer those, 
VfhQ vi^ish fot partijcular information respiting the design of the 
instittiition^ and its claims on the pa^onage of the community. 
' Of fa9ts, ei^imates and argiimentsy already^ before the public, a 
minute recapituliAtiQn would be obviously imjiroper. We are con- 
Sdentf likewise, that it is unnecessary. ' The very designation of 
the Society in whose behalf we speak, carries in it a powerful ap* 
peal to the bearts of Christians. The design of eSieating pious 

Jmthfor the ^o^e^ ministry/^spxiot fail instantaneously to commend 
tself to every friend of Ood and man. 

Vyith all Who believe in Revelation, it is an acknowledged and 
familiar priii^Ie, that the Christifm ministry is the great standing 
^dinanc^ ot Qeaven, for the conversion and salvation of men. It 
Ss to the blessing of God on this institution, that the progress and 
influence of Christianity in the world are to be principally ascribed* 
Ifhe fact is a,ttested by the experience of eighteen centuries. Other 
means, it is acknowledged*, have their important place and use. 
The dissemiplation of the written word Is an essential requisite, not 
l^erel; to fh> prosperity, but to the ei^istence of rel^ion in a com- 
munity, tiut the sacred Scripture itself, without a standing min- 
istry to expound its doctrines, and administer its ordinances, has 
Opposed an unavailing resistance to human ignorance and deprav- 
iht* l^or want of pious and well instructed preachers, many por- 
fus of New England, the most favored region of the United 
tates, have scarcely to this hour eil[ie^d from a state of hea- 
ienism. To the same c^use it is owing, that other portions, once 
abode of Christian institutions, ana Christian piety, have gone 
i^V to a condition of gros^ ignorance and stupidity. 
Nor let it be forgotten, that while it is the grand aim of Chris- 
ianity to train man to future blessedness, it sheds the most benign 
influence on his present condition. It 19 the best friend of litera- 
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tiire^ of science^ and the arts; the guardian of liberty; 'flie aaramrt 
of government; the cement of society; the source of dl that adorns 
and sweetens life. To preserve^ then, and to peq^tuate the Chris* 
tian ministry^ is a first dictate of patriotism and philanthropy^ as 
well as of piety* Who that feels for his country, and his species, 
can forbear to cherish an institution connected, by so many liga- 
ments, with whatever is interesting and precious to homan beings? 
What man of religion, or of sensibility, would not weep to think, 
that in this land, once blest with a singular plenitude of religious 
instruction, there should bfe experienced flie heaviest of divine judg- 
ments, 9i famine of the ward of the Lord? 

In intimating a danger of this kind, we do not sound a false or 
needless alarm; we do but echo the apprehensions of every well in- 
formed and reflecting mind. We refer to facts, too evident to b« 
disputed, too obvious to be overlooked, too serious to be triflefl 
.with, ^or many years, the number of qualified Gospel ministers, 
compared with the population of our countiy, has been gradually, 
but rapidly diminishing.. While the most favored sections in the 
community are. but imperfectly supplied, immense regions are ab<« 
solutely desolate; and thousands upon thousands go down to the 
grave, from year to year, uninstructed and unwarned. In a^ord,. 
the fact is undeniable, that muxions of the inhabitants of these 
United States are destitute of the stated means of religious instruc* 
tibn; and of these unhappy beings, a considerable portion has never 
so much as heard a Gospel sermon, or beheld tlys face of a Christ 
tian minister. 

The exigencies of our suffering felTow-countr}*men, <<bone of our 
bones, and flesh of our flesh/' have at length touched th^ hearts of 
their more privileged brethren. Their claims have been felt and 
.acknowledged. A system of measures has been devised, and put 
into operation, for their relief. Indeed, the facts we have stated 
must be amply sufficient to evince to every person of reflection, 
the duty of extraordinary, and liitherto unprecedented exertions to 
increase the number of duly^ qualified ministers of the Gospef. 
And we deem it one of the felicities of the Society which through 
Tis, as its organ, now addresses the Christian public, that while its 
plan enables it to call into the service of the church, the brightest 
talents and the most fervent piety of our rising youth, wherever 
they may be found, it secures, likewise, to those talents the best< 
cultivation, and to that piety the most rational direction. 

Most devoutly and aflectionateTy wouM we adore* the Father of 
mercies, the Giver ofevery good gift, for his smiles upon our infani 
Institution. We congratulate its friends and well-wishers through* 
out tbc community, that in less than a j^ear and a hidf, firora th# 
commencement of its operations, it has received under its patron^ 
age eighty-eight young men of <<promising talents, and hopeftd piety.^ 
We gratefully acknowledge, likewise, the sensibility and favor witip 
which its object has been regarded by Christians at large^ and th4 
iactive and generous patronage which it has received. . 
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AiVE^wmtHm^tmv ciretiinetaiices atnippr prpspects constraiii 
us to reaew our appeal to the liberality ol the public, in receiving 
80 lavge a nnmber of y^mth^ we obeyed at once the impulse of feel- 
itigy and of apprehended duty; the intimations of Providence, and 
the demands of Zion. Tet. we could not be ignorant that we were 
casting both ourselves and our beloved charge on the charity of 
our fUBQW-C}uristians* The funds entrusted to our care, unless 
they, receive largo accessions, will soon be exhausted. Atid it 
now remains to be seen whether these young pensioners shall 
be thrown hack upon the mercy of the world; whether the doors of 
the Society shall be closed against new a^licants; whether the 
raised hopes of the churches shall terminate in the bitterness of dis« 
appointment; whether, in a word, the brightest day that has ever 
dawned on our American Israel shall be suddenly overshadowed 
by the^ gloom of midnight. 

. As to the issue of the experiment, we cannot, for ourselves, en- 
tertain either anxiety or doubt. We cannot suspect that a Society 
which has laid such strong hold on the public affection, will be suf- 
fered to perish in its infancy. We cannot believe that the thou« 
sands, who send up their daily pnqrers for its prosperity, will with« 
hold from it their active patronage, and liberal aid. We are hum- 
bly confident that the ctiiORiovs Head of the church will cherish 
imd 'support a cause so signally his own; that having inspired the 
great design, be will supjdy the means of its accomplishment; and 
that many a treasure is now accumulating, which He will draw 
forth to the service of his sanctuary. 

The present era is honorably distinguished as the age of benefi- 
cence. Scarcely any important object, which commends itself to 
the approbation of thepublic,fails to be patronized by its liberality. 
It is far from our wish to establish our claims on the attention of 
the community, by d^reciating those of others. Nor have we 
occasion. The Society for educating pious youth for the ministry 
has its interests and success intimatdy interwoven with the inter- 
est and success of all other pious and benevolent institutions. Its 
designs are directly auxiliary to theirs; and it claims their friends 
~and patrons as its own. While Bible Societies are sending forth 
the sacred volume in every direction, it is peculiarly Important 
that interpreters should follow to explain it. " Without a great in- 
crease of qualified preachers. Missionary Societies must soon see 
their efforts prove abortive, and their very means of operation fail* 
Institutions for suppressing vice, and reforming the public man- 
ners, must look for their principal su^iort to the faithful inculcation 
of Gospel doctrines, precepts and motives. And we appeal to all the 
friends of humanity,, of science apd literature, w.hether these great 
objects have not always received the most active and efficient pat- 
ronage from an enlightened Christian ministry. 

It is a fact never to be forgotten, that at the very period when 
ihe friends of Zion )iave begun to feel the necessity and obligation 
of seeking out pious youth, and gratuitously training them for the 
ministry^ uncommon effusions of heavenly grace have visited vari* 
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tins regions of :oiirceliiilr|f9 ftii^l esp(id&Ity Mlpf iMk MIn^ 
leartitng. These eigM iMetpoflitt^n^eab a Itt^tmge^ Mt; lo k^ 
mtsundepfltood^ Thiejamiomcetoehrtotllitidtiiatwlvdisl^ 
approved in heaven^ and palronizdd b}r Genl klttl8()f| <hat ^^'i^kHiB 
HberalHy will norev ^vabt an oligect^ nop their hunMo iflbris^ a 
divine coop<W»ation. ' ' ' t 

dtbev pccuKaHties in thd aspects of tbe times^ we^em Mgblf 
auspieious. Itt almtist ^x^ty portton of oar cottn^^ tbo <;6tiiActi0n 
is coimiiencins> brV^airrini^ sft-^tigth^ of tilO iiMtimaMe #itfrth M 
thei Gospel, and espet iaily of M^ Chlrislian mirtfetry^ f he fiAuiiibCir 
of a^es is distarbed; and fboasands* and myriads are apparently 
beg^iHning to feel that tbe^y are knmortaL ;^8eiMI no llio bread of 
lite-i-^^send us missionaries—- — send us nlilwsters^ > one hisilio 
I^atholie and impoHunate ery whicii echoes and re-^boeii from one 
extremity of the land to the other. It is-not for CirriiMans to closer 
their ears aiid fiearts a^aiiist sucit apfieals^ as these. IVben tlie 
Helds arfe thus white fof^lfhe harvest^* wlio' wOuId not employ every 
effbri to prepare and s^ forth aliost of laborers. 
* We congratulate aU who have tho sensibBiti^f^ of GhristtanSy or 
of men, tliot they have such an invahiat^le pppoHunHy for action; 
that they may act on a large scale; and wi^ the inspiring iopo 
that th^ c<fiise5tiuefiiees will be beneficial, beyond the posstbmty b^ 
eakulation. We congratulate those, whom Heaven Kas blest with 
opulence, that an object is now placed before them, which can 
^give goW a price,''' and render it no common privilege to be ricji. 
We would remind tliose, whose circumstances are little above me- 
diocrity, 01* even below ii, that they are not precluded fpom bear- 
ing an important part in this work of mercy. Their offerings, 
though individually small, may, in the aggregate, be vastly impor- 
tant. With that larse |)brtion of our fi^ow^dtiiienls who, fl-ont 
thi6 pressure of the times, have fennd their property^ and their 
ioeans of doing good, materially diminished, we sincerely sympa- 
tbiie. Yet to such, we may be permitted to recommend the ex- 
ample of a pious merchant, ^ho, having received intelligence of 
losses so great as seemed to threaten him with poverty, took the 
occasion to devote several considerable sum9lo purposes of benevo- 
lence and piety. ^^If,** said he, ^my property is thus forsaking me^ 
let me at least secure 2tpart of it** ^ 

But while we duly estimate the importance of individuri contri- 
butions, our principal expectations are derived from the combine^ 
exertions of Societies. We rejoice that several County Associa- 
tions have already sprung up in aid of our design; front some of 
whioh we receive the niost efficient support. With confidence we 
rely 6n the ccmtinuance of their exertions; and we entertain the 
hope that their example will soon be imitated throughout the com- 
monwealth. 

It is one of the prominent and delightful peculiarities ojFthe day^ 
that pious and amiable^mafes have come forward, with a sensibil- 
ity and dseal hitherto unparalleled, to promote the cause of religion. 
Aredudedfrom i^ctively preaching the Gospel of their adored Hew 



deemer^ they are doing more than their equal part in furnishing 
the means, and preparing the instruments for the glorious work. 
Surely, this is not to «<overstep the modesty'' of the sex. It is their 
highest ornament and glory. We calculate largely on their sup- 
port^ and have already received, from individuals and associations, 
important contributions to our funds. 

But there are societies of a particular species, to which we look 
with a singular confidence. We mean the churches of Jesus ChrisL 
Bound by ties innumerable, by obligations unparalleled, to love 
the Redeenaer's cause, and the souls for which he died, they surely 
can never be indifferent to an Institution most intimately con- 
nected with both. To them is committed the sacred deposit of 
the Grospel,not to be concealed in obscurity, not to be confined within 
their own pale, but to be spread through the world; to be commuiti- 
cated through its authorized and qualified ministers to every area- 
iure. Such is the express command of Christ himself. Brethren, 
what have you done in obedience to this command? And what are 
you now doing, Alas! have you not slumbered too long? Arouse, 
then, and pay tlie long arrear of duty to your Savior; of compassion 
to the 9oul8 of men. A Society comes to your door, and asks your ^ 
aid in extending the Gospel, by multiplying the number of its min- 
isters. And shall it ask in vain? Mali not your liberal offerings 
witness that its object, and its prosjjerity are dear to your hearts? 

Fellow-Christians and fellow-citizens! We have spread before 
you the exigencies of the Church, and the community. We have 
attempted to plead with you the cause of the Redeemer, of Zion, 
and of man. It is yours, under God, to determine whether the 
American church shall continue to be fed with the bread of heaven, 
or be afficted with spiritual famine. It is yours to determine 
whether this favored land shall still be brightened witfi the beams 
of the Sun of righteousness, or be covered with the glooms of igno- 
rance, of delusion, and mora^ death. 

ELIPHAIiET PsARSOir, 

^ AbieIi Hoi^mes, 

Daniel Dana, 
Ebenezeb Porteb, 
Joshua Bates, 
Brown Emerson, 
Asa Eaton* 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF THE ^ ^ 



rOR EDUCATING 



PIOUS YOUTH FOR THE GOSPEL MINISTHY. 



Art. L Any person, who shall subscribe and annually pay 
, into the Treasury, a sum not less than five dollars, and if a cler- 
gyman, two dollars, shall be a member of this Society : and any 
person, who shall pay, at one time, one hundred dollars, and if 
a clergyman, forty dollars, shall be a member for life. 

Art. II. A permanent fund shall be formed of bequests, 
legacies, donations, and grants, thus appropriated by the do- 
nors ; and of any other property of the Society, as the Direc- 
tors may think best calculated to promote thr^ object in view. 

Art. III. There shall annually be chosen, by ballot, a^Pres- 
ident. Vice President, Clerk, and Treasurer, and such other 
officers as may be found necessary ; who shall continue in office, 
till others shall be chosen in their stead. 

Art. IV. This Society shall, from time to time, by ballot, 
elect such a number of Honorary Vice Presidents, as tney may 
judge expedient. 

Art. V. The Society shall annually appoint, by ballot, 
seven Directors; who, together with the President and Vice 
President of the Society, shdl constitute a Board of Directors. 
It shall be the duty of this Board to increase the funds of the 
Society, by soliciting themselves, and by appointing and in- 
structing agents to solicit, the aid requisite to achieve the object 
in view. This Board shall have the power bf appropriating all 
monies for the support of beneficiaries ; of examining and 
selecting candidates for this Charity ; and likewise of appoint- 
hig agents, to examine and recommend applicants living in 
distant parts ; and generallyi of transacting all business neces- 
sary for the furtherance of the object of this Society, not other- 
wise herein provided for. The Directors shall also keep a fair 
record of their proceedings, and annually make report of their 
transactions to the Society. 
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Art. VL Qualified candidates for this charity may be aided, 
in each stage of preparatory education for the ministry ; but, 
except in very singular cases, no applicant shall be assisted, 
even in the first stage, who shall not produce, from serious and 
respectable characters, unequivocal testimonials of hopeful piety, 
promising talents, and real indigence ; nor shall any person be 
continued on this fpuruJ^^n, wbos^ instructor or instructors, 
except in very special c«6e«, shall not annually exhibit to the Di- 
rectors, satisfactory evidence, that, in point of genius, diligence, 
literary progress, morals, and piety, he is a proper character to 
receive this sacred charity ; in addition to which, each benefi- 
cj^ry, after his admission intp any college, shall annually exhibit 
to tne Directors, a written declaration, that it continues to be 
bis serious purpose to devote bis life to the gospel ministry. 

Art. Vll. If any person, who has been assisted by the 
Society, shall not devote himself to the gospel ministry, be shall, 
within a reasonable time, refund the sum expended for his edu- 
cation, with lawful interest, whenever required by the Directors. 

Art. VIII. The President, and in his absence, the Vice 
President, in concurrence with three of the Directors, shall have 
power to call special meetings of the Society. 

Art. IX. The Treasurer shall be bound with two sureties, 
in a reasonable sum, to be determined by the Directors, to the 
faithful discharge of his duty. He shall vest the property of the 
Society in the safest and most productive forms ; make pay- 
ments and advances of money, from time to time, aereeably to 
the orders of the Directors ; and annually render, to the Society, 
a written account of all receipts and expenditures within the year, 
of the amount of its funds, and of the manner in which they are 
vested. This account to be previously examined and approved, 
in writing, by a committee of the Society, annually chosen for 
the purpose. He shall also give to the Directors, whenever 
they request it, a particular account of the state of the Treasury. 

Art. X. The Society shall meet annually, in Boston, on 
the Wednesday succeeding fbe fourth Wednesday of September ; 
to attend public worship, to elect officers, to choose a preacher 
for the ensuing anniversary, to hear the report of the Directors, 
and of the Treasurer, and to transact other necessary business. 

Art. XI. At all meetings of the Society, thirty members 
shall be requisite to constitute a quorum ; ana every meeting of 
the Society, and of the Directors, shall be opened with prayer. 

Art. XII. The Presidents of all' Societies, auxiliary to this, 
which shall pay annually, five hundred dollars into the treasury 
of this Society, shall be, ex officio, honorary Vice Presidents of 
this Society; and every person, who shall at one time pay 
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five hundred dollars into the Treasury, shall be an honorary 
Vice President for life. 

Art. XIII. Whenever a Society shall be formed, by the 
inhabitants of any State, or district of any State, whose distance 
renders an immediate connexion with this Society impracticable, 
and such Society shall adopt the essential principles of this 
Constitution, especially the provisions of the sixth article, as the 
basis of its own, and shall anntrally raise the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars, such Society, upon due notice of its existence, and 
desire of union, shall be received, as a constituent branch of the 
American Society. 

Every such Branch Society shall possess the right of ap- 
pointing its own officent, including a board of Direetoors and a 
Treasurer ; and also the right of appropriating its own funds for 
the assistance of beneficiaries, who may apply for its a,ssistance| 
and who shall have, in all respects, the requisite qualifications. 
Every candidate for such charity shall be examined by a com- 
mittee of three competent men, two of whom shall be appointed 
by the Directors of said Branch Society, and one by the Direc- 
tors of this Society ; and, if ap];iroTed, may prosecute his studies, 
preparatory to the ministry, under the immediate superintend-* 
ence of the Directors of said Branch Society 5 or, if they shall 
deem it expedient, sych candidate may be committed to the 
charge of the Directors of this Society. AH monies of any 
Branch Society, not appropriated, as above, shall be transmitted 
to the gcnei^l Treasury ;^ and whenever the exigencies of such 
Society shall exceed iu own resources, it may apply for assist- 
ance to the Directors of this Society. 

Art. XIV. Presidents of Branch Societies shall be honorary 
Vfce Presidents of this Society, and alscr honorary members of 
the Board of Directors.^ 

Art. XV. The Directors shall have power to supply any 
vacancies that may occur in their own Boiard, or in the offices 
of the Society, till the next annual meeting. 

Art. XVI. No alteration of this Constitution shall be made, 
except on recommendation of the Directors, and by vote of 
three fourths of the members present, at an annual meeting ; or 
unless the proposed alteration shall have been submitted to the 
Society, in writing, at a previous meeting* 
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OFFICERS. 

His Honor WILLIAM PHILLIPS Esq. President. 

SAMUEL SALISBURY Esq. Vice President. 



Hon. 
Hon. 
Hon. 
Gen. 
Hon. 



Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rt, Rev. 



Honorary Vice Presidents. 

WILLIAM BARTLET Esq. 
WILLIAM REED. 
CALEB STRONG LL.D. 
JOHN C. SMITH LL.D. Con. 
CHARLES C. PINCKNEY, S. C. 
ELI AS BOUDINOT LL.D. JV.J. 
ROBERT RALSTON Esq. Pa. 
JOHN BOLTON Esq. Ga. 
ASHBEL green D.D. Pres. ^asa: Hall. 
JEREMIAH DAY L L.D. Pres. Yale Coll. 
JESSE APPLETON D.D. Pres. Bowd. Coll. 
SAMUEL AUSTIN D.D. Pres. Burl. Coll. 
ELIPHALET NOTT D.D. Pres. Vn. Coll. 
HENRY DAVIS D.D. Pres. Ham. Coll. 
ZEPHANIAH S. MOORE D.D. Pres. Will. Coll, 
JOSHUA BATES, Pres. Elect. Mid..ColU 
FRANCIS BROWN, Pres. Dart. Coll. 
ALEXANDER V. GRISWOLD D.D. Bishop of the 
Prot. Epis. Church, in the Eastern Diocese. 



Rev. ASA EATON, Clerk, 

AARON P. CLEVELAND Esq. Treasurer, 



DIRECTORS. 

Rev. ELIPHALET PEARSON LL.d' 

Rev.v ABIEL HOLMES D.D. 

Rev. DANIEL DANA D.D. 

Rev. EBENEZER PORTER D.D. 

Rev. SAMUEL WORCESTER D.D. 

Rev. BROWN EMERSON. 

Rev. ASA EATON. 



fThe Act of Incorporation is here inserted for the satisfaction of such persons 
as may wish to proceed with legal precision, in making bequests and do- 
nations to the Society.] 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, ONE THOUSAND EIGHT 

HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN. 

^n Act to incorporate the American Society for the ediication of 

Pious Youth for the Gospel Ministry* 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, in General Court assembled, and by the Authority of 
the same, that William Phillips, Samuel Salisbury, Eliphalet 
Pearson, William Reed, Joshua Bates, Asa Eaton, Samuel H. 
Walley, and Aaron P.Cleveland, together with those, who have 
associated, and who may hereafter associate with them, be and 
are hereby incorporated and made a Body politic, by the name 
of The American Society for educating Pious Youth for 
THE Gospel Ministry. And the Society aforesaid shall have 
perpetual succession, and may have a common. Seal, which it 
shall be lawful for them to altei^ at pleasure ; and may purchase 
and receive by gift, or devise, lands, tenements, and real estate 
of any kind, and the same hold in fee simple or less estate, the 
annual income and profits whereof shall not exceed the value 
of ten thousand dollars. And the said Society is hereby ena- 
bled to take and receive subscriptions of charitably disposed 
persons, and may take any personal estate in succession ; and 
all donations to the Society, either by subscription, legacy, or 
otherwise, (excepting such, as shall be differently appropriated 
by the donors, or by a vote of the Society agreeably to their 
Constitution) shall make a part or be put into the capital stock 
of the Society, which shall be put out on interest or good secu- 
rity, or otherwise improved to the best advantage, and the in- 
come or profits applied to the purpose of aiding indigent young 
men of talents and hopeful piety in acquiring a learned and 
competent education for the Gospel Ministry. 

Section 2. Be it further enacted, that the said Society may 
choose a President, Vice President, Clerk, Treasurer, and such 
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Other officers^ as they shall see fit; and may at their first meeting 
under this incorporation, by the vote of two thirds of the mem- 
bers present at said meeting, adopt such Constitution or system 
of Rules and Bye laws, as they shall think necessary for the or- 
derly conducting aiid^ executing the business of said Society, ahd 
for the most effectually securing the object of their institution ; 
which Constitution or system pf Rules and Bye laws shall be for 
the government of said Society, and shall not be altered at any 
subsequent meeting, but in the manner therein pointed out: 
provided such Rules and Bye laws be not repugnant to the Con- 
stitution and laws of this Commonwealth. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted, that the Society aforesaid 
may at all times under the name, style, and title aforesaid, sue 
and be sued, plead and be impleaded, appear, prosecute, and 
defend to final judgment and execution, and may appoint an 
Agent or Agents, to prosecute and defend suits with power of 
substitution ; and it shall be lawful for the jsaid Society to make 
sale of any estate or personal property, given or purchased, as 
aforesaid, or in any other way or right accruing to them in their 
corporate capacity, (unless that, which is given, be otherwise ';;x- 
pressly ordered or appropriated by the donor) and convey the 
same by deed or other legal instrument, duly executed; and, 
when the property to be conveyed is real estate, under the hand 
of the Treasurer and the Seal of the Society : provided that all 
monies, arising from such sale, be applied to the same use, to 
which the income thereof was before applied. 

Section 4* Be it further enacted, that William PhiHips Es- 
quire be and hereby is authorized by notification, in any two of 
^he newspapers, printed in Boston, to appoint the time and place 
of the first meeting of said -Society. 



Approved^ Dec. 4, 1816. 

Copy examined by 



A. BRADFORD, Sec*y of Commmweahh. 



The Directors have been subjected to much trouble, and 
sometimes have been obliged to suspend the applications of 
candidates, through the informality of testimonials, especially 
the certificates of Instructors respecting their pupils. The letters 
of college officers, who are examining agents of the Board, often 
omit to certify that the candidates recommended have been ex- 
amined, according to the requisitions of the Constitution and of 
^be Directors : sometimes they do not even state their indigence, 
or their design to become preachers of the Gospel. To obviate 
this inconvenience, it is thought expedient that the following 
Rules of the Directors should again be published, and accompa- 
ny the revised Constitution, for the guidance of college officers, 
and other instructors and agents. These Rules together with the 
circular letter of the directors to their beneficiaries, published 
with their last Report, must be sufficient to prevent all mistakes. 

RULES. 

I Evert candidate for the charity of this Society, who wishes to be assist- 
ed iii Jbe first stage of education, or in his preparation for college, living within 
ab hundred miles of Boston, shall apply in person, or by letter (post paid) to 
one of the Directors, exhibiting at the same time unequivocal testimonials from 
three or more serious and respectable persons, best acquainted with him and his 
Circumstances, (e. g. his minister, instructor, a magistrate, or some other princi- 
pal man in the vicinity) respecting his age, indigence, moral and religious char- 
acter, talents, learning, and primary object in asking assistance of this Society ; 
land every such candidate shall be examined by a Committee of the Directors, at 
Boston, on the day previous to a quarterly meeting of the Board ; and, if 
deemed a constitutional candidate, he may be placed on the foundation for sup- 
port, in whole or in part, as the Directors shall judge expedient, and upon trial 
for three months; at the close of which period, he shall exhibit from his instruc- 
tor or instructors evidence, satisfactory to this Board, that in point of genius, 
diligence, literary progress, morals, and piety, he is a proper character to re- 
ceive this sacred charity. 

Candidates in this stage, more than a hundred miles from Boston, may apply 
to the nearest of the Committee of agency, appointed by the Directors, in differ- 
ent sections of the country, tojreceive applications, and the requisite testimonials, 
and likewise to examine and recommend cs^/ididates to this Board ; the names 
and residence of which Committees, when appointed, to be published. 

II. Candidates for this charity, in the second stage of education, (i. e. Un- 
dergraduates in college)- if within a hundred miles of Boston, shall apply as 
above required, to one of the Directors, producing like testimonials ; and shall, 
be examined by the aforesaid Committee of the Board, with reference to their 
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Uterarj and religious qualificatiODS ; and alio with reference to their object in 
seeking a public education ; in all which respects their answers as well, as tes- 
timonials, must be satisfactory to this Board, in order to their admission as 
beneficiaries. 

But, if a candidate in the second stage live more than a hundred miles from 
Boston, he may be examined by the three senior officers in the college, to which 
be belongs ; whose certificate, that he has been thus examined and possesses 
promising talents, a fair character, hopeful piety, and respectable scholarship, 
shall supersede an examination by this Board ; and, in connexion with the first 
named testimonials, relative to his indigence, shall operate, according to its 

weight} in his favor* 

ill. Candidates for this assistance, who have been graduated at any college^ 
or commenced the third stage of preparatory education, if they live within a 
hundred miles of Boston, shall apply to one of the Directors, in the same man- 
ner, as required of undergraduates, producing like testimonials; and shall be 
examined, as above, relative to their qualifications, and object in pursuing 
theological studies ; which examination and testimonials must be satisfactory to 
this Board. But, if a candfdate in his third stage live more than a hundred 
miles from Boston, a certificate, as above, from three college officers, or fronn 
the Bishop, the Episcopal Standing Committee, the Presbytery, or the Associa- 
tion, in whose vicinity he lives, testifying his literary and other requisite quali- 
fications, shall take the place of an examination by the Directors ; and, in con- 
nexion with the requisite testimonials of indigence, shall receive due considera- 
tion. 

In the location of beneficiaries, in each stage of education, due regard will 
be had to their feelings and to those of their friends, to local convenience, ex- 
pense, and assistance. 

In applications for a share in this pious and sacred bounty, instances of gross 
fraud or imposition, should they oc(&ur, shall be publicly exposed, at the discre- 
tion of the Directors. 

The Directors shall hold stated quarterly meetings on the second Wednes- 
days of January, April, July, and October, at ten o^clock, A.M. 

Fotedf — That the three Senior Officers of the several colleges in New Eng- 
' land be authorized and requested to examine, in behalf of the Amsrican So- 
ciety, &c. candidates for the assistance of said Society, agreeably to the Con- 
stitution, and regulations of the Directors.* 

Applicants for the patronage of this Society are requested to call on the 
Rev. Asa Eaton, Clerk of the Directors, Boston ; or on Aaros P. Clevk- 
X.AND, Treasurer of the Society, who will give them information respecting the 
particular place, where they may meet the examining Committee of the Board. 

* Schenectady and Union Colleges, and Columbia College, S. C, h»ve since 
been included in this vote. 









1 'S. ^- - 



■ ■ f 



*^ .**f "* 



■* 







< . 



*>- ' V, 






.' •: f '' 



i ■ ■ ^ ■' 



4\ 



■ ^> 






^..;v' 




. • 






■*v 



, » 



fh: 



±^.^ 



,\ 



■■ ■ 7f 



i-, ^«* 



't\ 



i^: i» 



.-', s 



I 












tJr 



i^\ 



v/ 



I ■ 



^■^' 



''^. 



^Wi 

K**- 



> 





-7- . ',.^ 




-^ . - ».* 




- • -/^ 




■ ■■>■ *-^^ 


»- ■■ 


::*"^. •■»>"" 




'-■ -^'■.'.•' 


...?'- 


t* -■<:. 




* . ■ ■"':-^c 




• .'■-., .-J' 






. •.' - 


.'V3 




■•: ..••^•^^ 


, 


•- r^' ■»-"«;'' 




'^.' -t'^^'jfl 




''•'^I'^csSf 






■-'-*' >-i=fl 



^^ri 






.-'.A.','. 













*«.^^' 






»W ' r-'- ■;i-''^'^^ 






', ? - --^'. 

** ^-•>. 






V:i-X':5rf-. 



B^'^'" 


^^^1 




■ 




Date Due 




\ I^V 








'■ v v: 






























t-^i'^ ■ 










■iiii_''^lfc 










||Pl|fl| 










E 'V^^^j^^l 










PPl^^P 










"^^^fc 










'■■ ^■■ 






























I i J^-T 




















1- 










. 










".' ', ■ ^'-' 


^^m I>mo<,38-29T 


J 


"•«C>. 








•'■■''■ 


■ 


1*^ 






P 


tl 


\ -M 







